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SECTION 1: Archie Foster Davis Family History And G enealogy 

Preface 
 
This family history is a ‘work in progress’ and is far from finished. As I add and update information it 
will be available on David’s web-site: www.sandersweb.net.  
 
If you have information that could be included in the final version please let me know! 
 
Ed Sanders 
ed@sandersweb.net 
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Origins Of The Davis Name 
 
Davis is considered by genealogists to be a Welsh surname (the name had its origin in Scotland with the 
Clan Davidson). The family name is among the most numerous in England due to the fact that there are so 
many variations of the name. Davis is a derivation of the name David, which means ‘well-beloved’ —
popular in Biblical days and a favorite among the Scottish kings. Davis was used to signify ‘son of 
David’.  
 
Although the Davis name is widespread in Wales it rarely appears in others areas of England before the 
Norman Conquest (A.D. 1066). Since then the spelling evolved in various forms such as Davidson, 
Davies, Daves, Dawson, Dawes, Day, Dakin, M’Daid (Irish), Devis (French).  
  
For several centuries the Davis clans lived mainly in Wales, and some in Northern Ireland, the present-
day counties on the island of Ireland, which comprise Ulster. Most of the people of Great Britain that is 
England, Scotland, Wales, and Ulster, and likewise the Davis’s were and are of the Protestant faith.  
 
The Davis families who came from the British Isles to America continued in the faith of their fathers, for 
the most part, though their descendants in this country today will be found in the memberships of 
practically all the various Protestant churches. The original Davis immigrants, and their families, in the 
main were ardent followers of the Church of England, with their descendants becoming members and 
ministers of Methodist, Methodist-Episcopal, Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregational, and Episcopal 
churches. A small percentage did convert to the Quaker and Roman Catholic faiths, however. And, there 
are some with the name who are of the Jewish faith. 
 
The Davis family is among the forty-nine "best families" selected by the American Historical-
Genealogical Society for whom the Society has published family histories during the past few years. The 
Davis family has been prominent in the British Empire and in the United States, its members having 
played important roles in war and in peace. Family pride is a commendable trait and should be cultivated. 
All of the Davis lineage have just cause to be proud of their family history and traditions. 
Source information includes articles found on rootsweb.com and accessgenealogy.com 
 
Note: The Coat Of Arms shown above is one of many attributed to the Davis family. 

 
 

Regarding Family Crests and Coats Of Arms  
"...There is no such thing as a "family coat-of-arms" or a "family crest"; even in the event that one can trace his or her 
lineage to a family that was granted such an honor. To use arms one must officially apply for its use only after the 
correct "differencing" has taken place. There may be an exception when it can be proved that the applicant is a direct 
male descendant of the original armiger. The mere coincidence of one's surname being the same as a person who was 
granted arms is no indication of family relationship, nor does it indicate any right to arms. In the United States it is no 
crime to display arms and related insignia if one wishes. However, it should be understood that such a display is purely 
decorative."  (From the book by James C. Neagles “The Library of Congress: A Guide to Historical & Genealogical 
Resources”)� 
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Foster Davis Family Ancestry 
 

Generation 1 
William Davis was born about 1710 in Wales* and died about 1788 in Moore Co, NC.  He married Sarah 
Lamb*.  She was born in Wales.  William Davis's relation to Robert Davis is not clear. One source says 
he was Roberts father, another says he was Roberts brother who came to America with him in 1744.  

 
Generation #2 

Robert Davis was born 1744 and died 1828 in Putnam, NC Moore Co., NC.  He married first Nancy 
Cheek.  She was born 1755 and died December 7, 1822 in Putnam, NC.  He married second Cibby 
(nickname, real name unknown). He may have come to America with William Davis. 
 
Burial: 1828 in Davis Family Cemetery, Moore County, NC 
Military: Private in the Revolutionary War 
   
Children of Robert Davis and Nancy Cheek: 
1 Joe Davis.  
2. William Coleman Davis.  
3. Susannah Davis.  
4. Amy Davis.  
5. Molly Davis, born about 1779 and died 1835 in Robbins, NC.  
6. James C. Davis Sr, born July 15, 1791 and died May 3, 1869.  
 
Children of Robert Davis and Cibby: 
1. Levi Davis, born October 1766 in Moore Co, NC, died 1838 in Jackson Co., Ohio.  
2. Stephen Davis, born 1767 in NC and died 1863 in NC.  
 
Notes On Robert Davis 
The family of Robert Davis lived near what is now Putnam, NC. He is buried on an old road near Deep 
River at the old Sophronia Davis home site. Robert was a poll keeper, road overseer, and held his own 
mark for branding cattle and made various land grants. He is best known for his skills as a gun maker. In  
1815 Robert owned 1300 acres of land on this stood his gun factory. He supplied and repaired guns 
during the Revolutionary war. He later sold the gun factory to his partner David Kennedy of 
Pennsylvania. This factory was still in operation on Roberts land with over 200 men working during 
the War of 1812. In the 1815 listing of landowners of Moore County, NC Robert Davis entered 1,300 
acres of land valued at  $1,500.00. Robert Davis is shown in Colonial Records, volume 16 pages 1048. 
His Revolutionary pension record is to be found in Colonial Records Vol.2 pg.62. The NC Colonial 
Records can be found in Raleigh at the state library and archives. 
 
Sources:  
1. One source says Robert was born in Moore Co, NC. Another source says Robert arrived in America 
1744 and settled in Moore Co. North Carolina (Sketches of North Carolina by C. L. Hunter, Robert David 
page 158). 2. Register of Deeds 1787-1853 Film 546-530 Moore Co. N. C. Book 74 #215, Book 81 #415, 
#404.  

 
Generation #3 

1. Molly Davis (Robert2, William1) was born about 1779 and died 1835 in Robbins, NC.  She married 
Cornelius Shields.  He was born 1779 and died 1857 in Robbins, NC and is probably buried at the old 
Mechanics Hill graveyard near Robbins, NC. 
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2. James C. Davis Sr. (Robert2, William1) was born July 15, 1791 and died May 3, 1869. Burial: Davis 
Family Cemetery, Moore County, NC 
  
3. Levi Davis (Robert2, William1) was born October 11, 1766 in Moore Co, NC and died 1838 in 
Jackson Co., Ohio.  He married Mary Rudyard.  She was born 1783 and died 1855, daughter of Isaiah 
Rudyard and (Unknown).   
 
Children of Levi Davis and Mary Rudyard: 
1. Charity Davis was born January 16, 1802.  
2. Elizabeth Davis was born November 12, 1804.  
3. Robert Davis was born January 25, 1808.  
4. Levi Davis was born August 28, 1810.  
5. Mary Davis was born June 24, 1813.  
6. Delila Davis was born January 26, 1816.  
7. Martha Davis was born February 8, 1819.  
8. Stephen Dutcher Davis was born October 1820 and died July 1902 in Malvern, Iowa.  
9. Nancy Davis was born January 27, 1823.   
 
4. Stephen Davis (Robert2, William1) was born 1767 in NC and died 1863 in NC.  He married Elizabeth 
(Lizzie) Smith.  She was born 1775. 
   
Children of Stephen Davis and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Smith: 
1. Matthew Davis.  
2. Susannah Davis was born June 22, 1796.  
3. William Davis was born August 20, 1798.  
4. Elizabeth Davis was born November 23, 1800.  
5. Robert Davis was born October 1804 in NC, died July 1878 in Bear Creek, NC.  
6. Jesse Davis was born January 1807.  
7. John Davis was born December 1808 and died after 1880.  
8. Stephen W. Davis was born February 13, 1811.  
9. Mary Davis was born December 1813.  
10. Martha Davis (alias "Patsy") was born February 1816.  
11. Archibald McNeil Davis was born July 1819 in NC, died July 1876 in Seagrove, Moore Co., NC. 

 
Generation #4 

Archibald McNeil Davis (Stephen3, Robert2, William1) was born July 14, 1819 in NC and died July 27, 
1876 in Seagrove, NC Moore Co., NC.  He married first Mary Maness in Moore Co., NC.  She was born 
July 1, 1827 in Moore Co, NC and died 1858 in Moore Co, NC, daughter of John Maness and Sally.  He 
married second Lucinda King May 24, 1860.  She was born September 9, 1836 and died March 4, 1932 in 
Seagrove, NC, daughter of John King and Franny Agnes Maness.  
Archibald McNeil Davis Census: 1880 in e.d.138; p-6; t-9; roll #973 Moore Co., NC 
Lucinda King Burial: Davis Family Cemetery Seagrove, NC  
 
Children of Archibald McNeil Davis and Mary Maness: 
1. John L. Davis was born September 1847, died November 1923.  
2. Sarah E Davis was born 1850.  
3. Eli Judson Davis was born February 1854 in Moore Co., NC and died June 1924 in Moore Co, NC.  
4. Daniel Webster Davis was born March 1855 in Ritters Township, Moore Co., NC and died June 1932 
in Rock Hill, SC.  
5. Lewis Washington Davis was born May 1857 in Moore Co., NC, died December 1928 in Moore Co, 
NC.  
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Children of Archibald McNeil Davis and Lucinda King: 
1. Lillie Francena Davis was born Feb (?), died March 1960.  
2. Wiley Calvin Davis was born May 1861. 
3. Isham A. Davis was born July 1862 in Moore Co, NC, died September 1880                 
4. Mary Jane Davis was born August 1863, died April 1930.  
5. Stephan Jonah Davis was born September 1864 and died May 1937.  
6. Martha L. Davis was born April 1866 and died January 1953 in Moore Co, NC.  
7. George Archie Davis was born December 1867 in NC.  
8. Lydia Ann Davis was born April 25, 1869.  
9. Agnes Louisa Davis was born September 1870 and died March 1930.  
10. Franey Alice Davis was born January 1872 and died January 962.  
11. Joseph S. Davis was born August 1873 in Moore Co, NC and died April 1933.  
  
Notes on Archibald McNeil Davis 
Archibald resided in Moore County where he enlisted in the Confederate Army in March 1862 as a 
substitute. He was reported present and accounted for during January thru June 1863, September 1863, 
and April 1864. He served in the Moore Guard Company H of the North Carolina 46th infantry regiment. 
He was wounded in the left forearm on May 5,1864 in the Wilderness, Va. Campaign. He was reported 
absent/wounded Dec. 1864,no further records found. His wife Lucinda received a pension for his service 
in 1930. 

Generation #5 
Daniel Webster Davis (Archibald McNeil4, Stephen3, Robert2, William1) was born March 14, 1855 in 
Ritters Township, Moore Co., NC and died June 10, 1932 in Rock Hill, SC.  He married Julia Ellen 
Sanford June 2, 1874 in Rockingham, NC.  She was born November 3, 1854 in Rockingham, NC and 
died June 29, 1943 in Rock Hill, SC, daughter of John W. Sanford and Virginia O'Brien.  
Daniel Webster Davis Burial: Laurelwood Cemetery, Rock Hill, SC     
Occupation: Meat Market owner 
Julia Ellen Sanford Burial: Laurelwood cemetery, Rock Hill, SC  
 
Children of Daniel Webster Davis and Julia Ellen Sanford: 
Della Frances Davis was born May 17, 1875 in Rockingham, NC and died November 7, 1914 in Rock 
Hill, SC.  
Lula Ann Davis was born 1879.  
Nora Ellen Davis was born July 22, 1882 in Rockingham, NC and died February 18, 1908 in Rock Hill, 
SC.  
Carl W. Davis Sr. was born April 25, 1884 and died September 28, 1917 in Rock Hill, SC.  
Archie Foster Davis was born March 31, 1886 in Rockingham, NC and died 1960 in Rock Hill, SC.  
John Lawrence Davis was born April 3, 1889 and died November 18, 1964 in Rock Hill, SC. 
May Davis was born March 1891.  
Fonnie Alice Davis was born January 1893. 
   
Notes on Daniel Webster Davis 
 Daniel Webster Davis, also called  "Rockingham" Davis, left his home in Starr, NC (Moore County) in 
his early teens. Its not known why he left home at such a young age. It could be that he left to make his 
own way during the hardships that prevailed at the end of the Civil War.  
Daniel's left arm was cut off in a sawmill accident (date unknown). He moved to Rockingham, NC and 
then later to Rock Hill, SC sometime after the birth of his youngest child Fonnie. Daniel opened a meat 
market in Rock Hill, SC in 1903. Steaks sold for 7 to 10 cents per pound and sausage 10 cents per pound! 
His son, Archie Foster, helped out at the market and delivered meat to customers in a croaker sack.  
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Generation #6 

Archie Foster Davis (Daniel Webster5, Archibald McNeil4, Stephen3, Robert2, William1) was born 
March 31, 1886 in Rockingham, NC and died 1960 in Rock Hill, SC.  He married Mary Margaret Jolly 
November 21, 1909 in the Baptist Manse, Rock Hill, SC.     
 
Notes on Archie Foster Davis 
All of Archie Foster and Margie's children were born at home, on the old family farm off of Porter Rd. 
Rock Hill, SC. The farmhouse burned and the family then to a home on E. Main St. Rock Hill, SC. Foster 
opened a Meat Market in 1922 on Main Street that was a very successful business for many years. He was 
by the local folks as the "Meat Man". 
Archie Foster Davis burial: Laurelwood Cemetery, Rock Hill, SC  
 
Notes on Mary Margaret "Margie" Jolly 
She was born May 5, 1890 in Mt. Airy, NC and died 1975 in Rock Hill, SC.  She was the daughter of 
William Thomas Jolly and Mary Margaret Clarke.  She had a half-brother but nothing is known about 
him. Thomas Jolly was a train engineer and was murdered while she was young. She then lived with a 
family in Mt Airy until shemarried and Moved to Rock Hill.  Margie sold milk and butter during the 
depression. Mary Margaret Jolly burial: Laurelwood Cemetery, Rock Hill, SC 
  
Children of Archie Foster Davis and Mary Margaret Jolly: 
1. Margaret Alice Davis was born November 1910 in Rock Hill, SC and died November 1988 in Rock 
Hill, SC.  Married: Hugh Edgar Sanders  (Sanders family information and photos be viewed at 
www.sandersweb.net ) 
2. Willie Frances Davis was born May 1912 in Rock Hill, SC and died April 1985 in Rock Hill, 
SC. Married: William Smyer 
3. Betty Lucille Davis was born October 1913 in Rock Hill, SC and died January 1986 in Rock Hill, 
SC. Married; (1) Edward Kessler, (2) George Lucas 
4. Laura Ellen Davis was born February 1916.  
5. Archie Foster, Jr. Davis was born February 1917 and died 1917.  
6. James Lyle Davis was born September 1918 in Rock Hill, SC at home and died February 1988 in Rock 
Hill, SC. Married: Doris Rebecca Osborne 
7. Foster McKnight Davis was born May 1922 in Rock Hill, SC and died November 1995 in Rock Hill, 
SC. Married: Mary Lou Erwood 
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Photos 

Foster Davis Family Photos 

 

Davis Family Photo (1943) 

Back row standing l to r: 
Jane Kessel, James Lyle Davis, George Lucas, William Smyer, Edgar Sanders, Margaret "Maggie" 

(Davis) Sanders, Foster M. Davis 

Front row seated l to r: 
Doris (Osborne) Davis (holding Linda Kay), Betty (Davis) Lucas, Archie Foster Davis, Mary Martha 
(Jolly) Davis, Francis (Davis) Smyer (holding Carolyn), Edgar F. Sanders, Mary Lou (Erwood) Davis 

(holding Charlotte Ann) 
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Archie Foster Davis Photo 
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Foster Davis did not go past the 7th grade in school in order to help his run his family farm and business. 
In spite of his lack of formal education he became a very successful businessman and was highly 
respected in the community. Foster was a farmer, cattle rancher, and owner of the Davis Meat Market in 
Rock Hill, SC. He owned and operated two farms and a slaughterhouse.  
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Daniel Webster Davis Family Photos 

 
Daniel Webster (1855-1932) and Judy Ellen Sanford Davis (1854-1943) 

 
 

 

Photo date unknown 
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Photo of Daniel Webster and Judy Davis family 
The older lady on the left may be Daniel or Judy's mother 

Daniel Webster Davis, also called "Rockingham" Davis, was born in Starr, NC (Moore County). He 
moved to Rockingham, NC and then later moved to Rock Hill, SC sometime after the birth of his 
youngest child Fonnie. Daniel opened a meat market in York County, SC in 1903. His son, Archie 
Foster, helped out at the market and delivered meat to customers in a croaker sack. In 1922 Foster 
opened the Davis Market on Main St. in Rock Hill and continued the meat market business. 
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Moore County Civil War Veterans Reunion 
1906 

 

This photo of the last known Moore County Civil War Veterans reunion was made at the Opera House in Southern Pines, N.C. It is very likely 

that some of the men were from our Davis family!
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Articles 

The Davis Market 

Daniel Webster Davis began the Davis family market business in 1903. In 1922 his son Foster opened 
the Davis Market on Main St., Rock Hill, SC. The store was also known as "City Market" and Foster 
was known as the “Meat Man”. 

 

Drawing by artist Cliff Hinson (Rock Hill, SC) 
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Article in the Rock Hill Herald (date unknown) 

The End Of An Era – The Davis Market Closes 
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 SECTION 2: Davis Genealogy Information 
 
 
 
Much of the information in this section was provided by other Davis family researchers and I have not 
attempted any verification. This material is furnished for information only. 
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Archibald McNeil Davis 

 

Archibald Davis 
 
Archibald was born 1819 in NC and died 1876 in Seagrove, Moore County, NC. He resided in Moore 
County where he enlisted in the Confederate Army in 862 as a substitute. He was reported present 
or accounted for during January thru June 1863, and again in Sept 1863 and Apr 1864. He served in the 
Moore Guard Company H of the North Carolina 46th Infantry regiment and was wounded in May 1864 
at Wilderness, Va. He was reported absent / wounded Dec 1864. No further records have been found. His 
wife Lucinda received a pension for his service. 

Copy of photo from original owned by the Nancy Davis family. 
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The Robert Davis Family Of Moore County, NC 
By Ruth Dixon Brown 
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Descendants of Robert Davis 
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The Robert Davis Gun Factory 
 
Notes on Robert Davis: 
The family of Robert Davis lived near what is now Putnam, NC. He is buried on an old road near Deep 
River at the old Sophronia Davis home site. Robert was a poll keeper, road overseer, held his own mark 
for branding cattle and made various land grants. He is best known for his skills as a gun maker. In  1815 
Robert owned 1300 acres of land on this stood his gun factory. He supplied and repaired guns during the 
Revolutionary war. He later sold the gun factory to his partner David Kennedy of Pennsylvania. This 
factory was still in operation on Roberts land with over 200 men working during the War of 1812. In the 
1815 listing of landowners of Moore County, Robert Davis entered 1,300 acres of land valued at  
$1,500.00. Robert Davis is shown in Colonial Records, volume 16 pages 1048. His Revolutionary 
pension record is to be found in Colonial Records Vol.2 pg.62. The NC Colonial Records can be found in 
Raleigh at the state library and archives. It is possible that Robert came to America from Wales with his 
brother William.  
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Robert Davis Gravesite 

 

Robert Davis 1744 - 1828, buried at the Davis Family Cemetery, Moore County, NC 
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Gun-making In Early Moore County, N. C. 

(from the book "Country Doctor" by H. B. Shields) 
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The Davis Homeplace - Robbins, NC 
(Article and photos furnished by Nancy Davis) 
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Article On The Davis Homestead 
This article appeared in the Moore County Newspaper, date unknown. 

 

 
 
This article was by Mable Lassiter who was Stella Mae Morgan's Sister. Mrs. Lassiter wrote a locally 
published history of the Davis Family. Some of her genealogy information is included at the end 
 
(note: we are looking for a better copy of this original article. If you can help please email 
ed@sandersweb.net) 
 
Next page: the article retyped to make it easier to read 
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Old Davis Homeplace Near Robbins Has Withstood Time and Weather 

By Mable S. Lassiter 

Some people are born with a love for old houses, an appreciation for their personalities derived from 
years of living and loving, births and deaths — the endless flow of life. Only old houses have a character 
acquired through a long period of time, from being lived in, a personality from marks of time, weather, 
and human handling. 
 
Tucked snugly between the folds of sloping hills near Robbins in Moore County is one of the oldest 
pioneer homes in North Carolina, a plain edifice built on the Southern Early American style. It is the old 
Davis homeplace, a pre-Revolution structure, standing today unchanged from its original plan, having 
always been occupied by members of the Davis family. Through the years, not one drop of paint has been 
used on the house, but after constant use it is now fallen into a state of deterioration and decay. 
 
Siding is Hand-Dressed 
The square frame of the house, anchored on sparse rock foundations, has its sides boarded with 12-inch 
hand-dressed pine timber, weathered and blackened with age, and only a few years ago, the quaint 
wooden shutters providing light from windows were replaced by panes of glass. Carpenter craftsman of 
that early age bored holes with augers, into which they drove homemade nails and wooden pegs to secure 
the joints. When the Davis home was constructed among huge oaks and pines, it was built of logs 
cemented together with clay, and then ceiled with dressed ceiling, tongue and grooved by hand. 
Inside, 10-inch ceiling boards overshadow the 4 by 6 overhead joist, which today show crude marks of 
the axes. The rustic doors, made of 11 1/2-inch pine paneled boards, measure only 70 inches in height and 
still bear the spearhead type of pintle-strap hinges. It was not until about 10 years ago that the original 
floors were replaced by new lumber. The kitchen which once was several yards from the present location, 
was added to the "big house," with its floors sunken. In the kitchen and in the "big house" are huge stone 
fireplaces, measuring five feet in height and 60 inches in width, and built of field stones which are 
cemented together with yellow native clay. 
 
They Lived Prosperously 
 
Though the Davis homeplace was never a scene of pomp, it was a home of security and prosperous living. 
Flax was raised on the fertile lands, all socks and clothes were made at home, abundant foods were raised 
in the gardens, and ample orchards dotted the now verdant pastures. According to Mrs. Ella McDaniel of 
Durham, who is the eldest Davis descendent now living, all Summer the family worked to dry beans, 
apples, and peaches, since little canning of any type was done in her early years. The year round, she 
declares, there was a huge kraut barrel which her mother kept on the "north side of the house" to insure 
safekeeping. During the Winter her father was able to go to the garden for firm cabbage heads because he 
used huge pieces of pine-bark to protect them from the wind and cold. Too, there was syrup made at 
home, and thus, with plenty of cattle and hogs, the food problem was solved. Around the garden was a 
fence of poles, cut to keep out animals. 
 
It was around this section that much gold was found, and near the Davis homestead are huge veins of talc 
leading towards the famous Moore County Talc Mine. Quantities of quartz and other minerals are found 
on this land which still remains in possession of the Davis heirs. 
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The Davis Family In The Carolinas 

 



Page: 67 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

 



Page: 68 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

 



Page: 69 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

 



Page: 70 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

 



Page: 71 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

 



Page: 72 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

 



Page: 73 Of 92                                                                                                                                                                  

The Story Of Robert Davis 
By James P. Davis 

 
This is a chapter in the continuing chronicle of one family's story in America--the family and descendants 
of Robert Davis. At this point in our understanding of the Davis family history, it is considered that 
Robert Davis is the patriarch of our particular family line. Given the size of these early American 
families, Robert's family of descendants today is a large one (estimated today to include several thousand 
distantly related clans and kinfolk). By the time he died in 1828 at the age of 84, his descendants would 
already have been numerous.  
 
Information About Robert Davis 
 
Robert Davis was born in 1744 (as indicated on his grave stone, located on the old homestead site). It is 
currently not known who his parents were, but there is one idea that his father was William Davis, whose 
will and testament is recorded in the year 1788 (though Robert is not mentioned in this will). It might be 
possible that he was the son of either Vincent or Thomas Davis, who were the only Davis's listed in the 
Tax List of 1755 for Cumberland County (Moore County was formed from Cumberland years later). But 
the more likely possibility is that he was not born in North Carolina, but either emigrated into the colony 
with other members of his family after 1755 but before 1790 (when the first census was taken). 
 
Most of our knowledge about Robert comes from different sources, many of them written documents. In 
this writing, we will attempt to build a rough sketch of his life and times, using this information and 
speculating about life in North Carolina at the time. 
  
Robert Davis was a pioneer, soldier, landowner, craftsman, farmer, and possibly a gold prospector and 
many other things as well. He is most documented as a gunsmith, having set up a gun factory prior to the 
Revolutionary War in what is now Robbins, NC. He is later to take a partner, a man named David 
Kennedy (who comes down from Pennsylvania), to whom he eventually sells the gun factory. It is 
reported that he (possibly with David Kennedy) was active in supplying guns to the Patriots during the 
War. He served in 1782 as a private in Brevard's Company, 10th Regiment, during the Revolutionary War 
(he would have been 38 years old at the time). It is not known at this point if he fought in actual battle 
against the Redcoats.  
 
In 1785, it is known that Robert Davis served on the Moore County Grand Jury. In 1786, it is known that 
he served as Overseer on the construction of the Yadkin Road in Moore County for a term of one year, 
beginning in November of that year.  
 
It is believed that Robert was twice married--first to a woman named Cibby (her last name is not known), 
then later to Nancy Cheek. It is not known when he married his first wife, but he is known to have had 
two sons by her, Levi and Stephen, who were born in early 1766 and late 1767, respectively. There were 
probably additional children born to Robert and Cibby, but their names are not known at this time (the 
lineages of his sons has been researched by some of their descendants). Robert would have been 22 years 
old by the time his sons were born.  
 
It is not known when Robert married Nancy Cheek, but it was sometime before -1791 (because his son 
James C. Davis, "Rich Jim", was born to Nancy in 1791, according to the gravestone at the old 
homestead). In the census of 1790, he is reported to have had one son over the age of sixteen and three 
daughters, along with his wife Nancy, and a slave named Daniel (whom he later sells to his son William 
Coleman in 1822, as recorded on a Bill of Sale). So, assuming the son aged sixteen is by his wife Nancy, 
they would have been married sometime around 1774. It is believed that this son would have been 
William Coleman Davis. It is known that Robert and Nancy also had, at least three daughters--Molly, 
Susannah, and Amy (these might be the three women besides Nancy indicated in the 1790 census).  
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Nancy Cheek was born in the year 1755--being eleven years younger than Robert. She may have been 
either the daughter or sister of Robert Cheek, who is known to have owned land adjacent to Robert Davis 
(from a surveyor description on a Bill of Sale from Robert to son William Coleman Davis dated 1803) 
and who is reported to have served on the Moore County Grand Jury the year after Robert Davis. It is 
possible that he met her through Robert Cheek (or it may be that he developed a relationship with Robert 
Cheek as a result of marrying Nancy). :  
 
By the census of 1800, Robert would have been 56 and Nancy 45 years of age (the census lists one female 
over the age of 46, but it is likely that this was Nancy). The census lists six children of varying ages (two 
males under 10, one male between 26 and 45, one female under 10, one female between 16 and 26, and 
one female between 26 and 45). One of the boys under 10 would have been James C. ("Rich Jim"); the 
other might have been Joe Davis (this is A all that is known about this son, who possibly died young). 
One of the girls would not have been Molly Davis, as by 1800 she was married to Cornelius Shields (and 
they are listed separately in this census as being between the ages of 17 and 25--Cornelius was 21--and 
having two boys under the age of 10). Two of these daughters in the Robert Davis household might have 
been Susannah and Amy, but it is not known who the third would have been (who possibly died young as 
well). The old homestead site has many unmarked graves, some of which are certainly those of children 
who died young. 
  
By 1803, Robert Davis is listed to own 420 acres in Moore County. By 18.15, he owns 1300 acres, mostly 
located along the Deep River. By the time of the 1820 census, it is indicated that Robert and Nancy are 
living alone, now at the ages of 76 and 65, respectively. Their families are close by, living on land 
adjacent or near to the land that he had bought in earlier years.  
 
Nancy Cheek Davis dies in 1822 at the age of 67; Robert dies six years later in 1828 at the age of 84. 
They are buried together on the old homestead place, adjoining the land where their son "Rich Jim" lived.  
 
 
Note:  
Draft: 4/18/91, Copyright 1990, James P. Davis 
This material was copied from material in the Moore County Library genealogy room. This is a section of 
a larger document.  Document retyped 5/1/2004 due to difficulty reading the original. 
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Stephen Davis Family 
This information about the Stephen Davis family came from personal papers of Archibald McNeil Davis. 
This information was later compiled along with other family information by one of his great-
granddaughters (her name is not known).  These documents are located at the Public Library in Siler City, 
NC.  
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Davis Family History Notes 
By Mable Lassiter 

(This copy provided by her sister Stella Mae Morgan) 
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Section 3: Miscellaneous 
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Credits 
Much of the genealogy information in this document and on SandersWeb.net came from emails, posts on message 
forums, documents and photos provided by others. Many of the family members of the H.T. Sanders and Archie F. 
Davis families also provided us with numerous documents and photos. Our profound thanks to all of the family 
members and genealogy researchers that have made this website possible. 
 
We have attempted to cite all of the sources but may have missed some. If you see something on this site that is not 
properly credited please let us know and we will make a correction. 
 
Following is a listing of the primary sources used: 
 
Davis and Jolly Family: 
Steve Davis 
Carolyn Cathcart 
Foster M. Davis 
James P. Davis 
Nancy Davis 
Christine Davis 
Moore County Library 
Moore County Historical Association 
Mable (Saunders) Lassiter 
Morgan Jackson 
Michael King 
Vickie Gable 
Wilton Earle 
Colleen Jolly 

Books, Magazines, Newspaper Articles: 
Our Sourthern Ancestors by Thelma Faye Cain Prince (UNC Collections Library)  
Historical Southern Families Vol. VI, by John Bennett Boddie  
The Library of Congress: A Guide to Historical & Genealogical Resources, James C. Neagles  
A Sketch of the History Chronicles and Records of Bensalem Church from Its Organizing, Moore County Library, 
Carthage, NC 
Miscellaneous Ancient Records of Moore County, NC, Rassie Wicker  
Our Story, A Short History of the Furr Family in America. Robert Carol Furr 
History Of Hart County Georgia, John William Baker 
First Georgia Settlers, George R. Gilmer 
A Guide To Moore County Cemeteries,  
The War Of The Rebellion — Official Records Of The Union And Confederate Armies 
South Carolina — A Guide To The Palmetto State, by Bernet P. Maybank 
Traditions And History Of Anderson County, Louise Vandiver 
Colonial Homes in North Carolina, published by: The Colonial Records Project, editor Jan-Michael Poff  
A Ridiculously Short History of Scotland: From the Beginning of Time until the End of the SCA Period, Mary 
Elizabeth Eyer 
THE PILOT (Moore County Newspaper) 
The Moore County News , Carthage, NC 
Rock Hill Herald (SC) 
Dallas Morning News 
Anderson Independent Newspaper 
Anderson Daily Mail 
Milam County Texas Cameron Herald 
Greensboro Daily News 
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Information Wanted! 
 
We are looking for additional information to include in this document.  Any information you could share 
would be appreciated. Please email me with any information: ed@sandersweb.net 
 
1. Photos 
We are looking for additional photos relating to the Davis Family and better copies of the photos we have. 
Scanned photos are ok and can be sent via email. Hard copies can be sent via postal mail. We will be glad 
to reimburse you for any costs incurred in furnishing copies of photos.  
  
2. William Thomas Jolly 
Grandmother Mary Margaret "Margie" (Jolly) Davis' father was William Thomas Jolly (b. abt 1850). 
Thomas was married to Mary Margaret Clarke and had only one daughter as far as we know. He may 
have had a son William Jolly. William Thomas Jolly was murdered near Mt. Airy, NC when grandmother 
was a small child. She was raised in Mount Airy (step-parents unknown). We know only a few details 
about her life in Mt. Airy. We do know that her best friend there was Pearl Beasley (married to a John 
Beasley who owned Pilot Mountain at the time). The only other Jolly family that we know of are: W.A. 
Jolly (1870-1921) who married grandfather Davis sister Della Frances Davis (1875- 1914), and a Della 
Mae Jolly who also lived in or near Rock Hill, SC.  
 
We are looking for any information on Thomas Jolly and his family to complete the story of our ancestry. 
 
 
 
 


